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My Experience with Disaster ManagementMy Experience with Disaster Management
and the Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs and the Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs 

Presented by Dan Martinez
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Confederated Tribes of Warm SpringsConfederated Tribes of Warm Springs

Confederated Tribes of Warm SpringsConfederated Tribes of Warm Springs

• 1000 sq miles
• Population of 4,360 
• Infrastructure: health and medical, 

economic facilities, 
• Childhood Development: Head Start, K-5 

school. 
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• Fire & Safety Chief / Emergency Manager

• Chief 14 years

• Firefighter Medic for 30+ years

Emergency ResponseEmergency Response

In my experience we have responded to:
Floods, Wildfire, Windstorms, 

Search and Rescue operations:
White water rescues (body nets), Mountain 

rescue, and Air operations
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National Response National Response 

Yellowstone Fire 

Red Lake Minnesota School Shootings 

Hurricane Katrina Response



6

ChallengesChallenges

• Jurisdictions
• Public Law 280
• Conflagration
• Mutual Aid / MOU / MOA
• Partnerships
• Communications
• Cultural awareness/sensitivity
• Mental Health response in emergency incident

Lessons LearnedLessons Learned

• ICS/NIMS 
• Elected Tribal Officials
• Go kits prepared w credit card/Travel 

Authorization 
• Equipment tested regularly 
• Red Cross / unexpected charges
• Family Assistance Center
• Rumor control


